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Panjab, simply by executive orders, by which the
members of predatory castes or villages were required
to attend roll-calls at certain intervals, and were, in
fact, subjected to a system of police surveillance,
which was found by experience useful in preventing
systematic robberies extending over a great extent of
country. These orders were declared by the Chief
Court of the Panjab (quite correctly, no doubt) to be
illegal, and the result was the abolition of the system,
the restoration of the persons affected to complete
liberty, and the commission of a number of robberies
all over the country. Act XXVII. of 1871 enabled
the Local Governments of the Panjdb and the North-
West Provinces to impose restrictions of this kind in
particular cases, and under proper safeguards. It
legalized, in a word, a practice for which, as experi-
ence showed, a legal basis was required.

I might multiply illustrations of this principle to
any extent, but I will mention only two more. The
Land Acquisition Act (X* of 1870) was modelled
on the corresponding English Act, and enabled the
Government to take land for public purposes. The
Panjdb Drainage and Canal Act (XXX. of 1871) set
the whole subject of irrigation works on a legal foot-
ing as regarded the Panjdb, Many of the provisions
of this Act were the subject of great controversy and
of a difference of opinion between the Secretary of
State and the Government of India, and the Act has
been repealed and re-enacted with modifications; but
the absolute necessity of some legal provisions upon
the subject was contested by no one. They were